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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

December is here and 2019 is quickly drawing to a 

close! During the initial portion of this school 

year, our children have accomplished so much and 

December is a great time to reflect on past 

achievements while planning to move ahead in the 

new calendar year.  The practice of goal setting is 

an important component in the measuring of 

growth and our children continue to show that 

they are learning academically and socially. Stu-

dents have developed their understanding of math-

ematical and literacy concepts daily with an em-

phasis towards engaging the children with the con-

tent. The use of learning centers, focused ELA 

instruction using our newly implemented Bench-

mark Workshop literacy program, and the incor-

poration of technology in a meaningful manner 

have promoted student engagement with curricular 

content and have enhanced our children’s motiva-

tion towards understanding presented concepts. 

Additionally, many students have been recognized 

through our various character education activities 

that promote student focus towards the recognition 

of their ability to make good choices.  A coopera-

tive spirit towards positive decision making has 

been reinforced during structured morning meet-

ings and through daily morning announcement 

messages. Recently, activities promoting student 

attendance occurred.  Grade – level celebration 

assemblies that recognized students who achieved 

perfect attendance for the 1st Trimester and the 

homeroom at each grade level that had the highest 

attendance rate were a success. Messages that I 

communicated during the assemblies reinforced to 

the children the importance of coming to school.  

It is here at Mary F. Janvier Elementary that the 

building blocks of education are set into place and 

it is this foundation that will be built upon as your 

child moves through their academic career.  Cer-

tainly, the first step in teaching your child is 

to have your child in the classroom so that 

they can receive necessary instruction.  You 

will notice in this edition of the Janvier Jour-

nal, articles that inform you of classroom 

lessons, information from our Related Arts 

areas, and ideas for at - home learning activi-

ties.  With the upcoming Winter Break in 

mind, the opportunity for learning never 

takes a vacation.  For example, playing 

board and card games can be used to rein-

force counting and math skills, your child 

may continue to develop their writing ability 

by creating a fun news article based on infor-

mation obtained at a family gathering, or 

your child could help prepare a meal or holi-

day treat which can reinforce reading and 

measurement skills.  All of these activities 

combined with your support will enhance 

your child’s confidence and encourage their 

understanding of the active role that they can 

take in their own learning.  The entire Janvi-

er staff continues to appreciate the support 

that you have shown towards our school and 

we wish all of you a healthy and happy 

2020! 



P A G E  2  

 

Happy Holidays From the Library 

rific holiday gifts.  Their enjoy-
ment lasts long after the season is 
over.  You might want to consider 
the books listed in this newsletter 
as you plan your holiday purchas-
es. Listed below are some grade 
level appropriate selections in or-
der to help you get started.   The 
library subscribes to free e-books 
that can be accessed on any com-
puter at www.tumblebooks.com.  
Type in the username: janvier and 
the password: books. 

What a wonderful time we have 
been having in the library this 
year!  I hope you and your fami-
ly have enjoyed reading the li-
brary books the children choose 
each week.  You can make read-
ing even more fun by complet-
ing the Six Flags Read-
ing Contest that was sent home 
in November.  Each child who 
reads 6 hours and returns the 
form will receive a ticket good 
for free admission to Six Flags 
in Jackson, NJ. Books make ter-

 

Our Janvier Jackrabbits have been very 
busy in music class!  We have been 
studying the elements of music: timbre, 
form, rhythms, dynamics, and tem-
po.  As our Kindergarten students are 
learning about form using megablock 
manipulatives, our First Graders have 
been learning how to write and perform 
their own rhythms.  Our Second Graders 
are learning how to read music from the 
treble clef music staff!  Our Jackrabbits 
are amazing musicians!  

 

Notes from Music Class 

 .   

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade 

Max and Ruby Series Frog and Toad Series Magic Treehouse Series 

Clifford Series Henry and Mudge Series Geronimo Stilton Series 

Biscuit Series Amelia Bedelia Series American Girl Series 

Fly Guy Series Junie B. Jones Series Ready Freddy Series 

Books by Eric Carle Arthur Series Clementine Series 

Nursery Rhymes Books by Mo Willems Ramona Series 

Books by Dr. Seuss Books by Dr. Seuss Books by Dr. Seuss 

Books by Mercer Mayer Fly Guy Series Roscoe Riley Series 
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WAYS TO TALK WITH YOUR CHILD ABOUT BOOKS 
1. Ask your child to predict what might happen next while reading a story. Be sure to ask your child to give rea-
sons for the prediction. 
2. Ask your child why a character might have taken a specific action. Again, ask for the reasons behind the answer. 
3. Ask your child to compare a book to another familiar book. How are the characters alike or different? Do the 
stories take place in similar places? How are the illustrations similar or different? 
4. Ask what part of the story the child liked best and why. 
5. Ask whether the child liked the ending of the story and why or why not. 

WAYS TO HELP YOUR CHILD CONNECT READING AND WRITING 
1. Encourage your child to draw pictures about books or experiences. Drawing is a way to prepare for writing be-
cause it develops both the muscles needed for writing and the children’s ability to represent their ideas.  
2. Help your child write a sentence or two about what they have read.  Provide sentence starters for younger chil-
dren. 
3. Help your child to compose a note to a relative or friend.  Younger children can dictate the note while you write 
it. Writing thank-you notes for gifts is a great writing activity for the upcoming winter break. 

Hi, my name is Shari Grinceri and 
I would like to introduce myself to 
you as the Long Term Substitute 
School Counselor.  I am filling in 
for the School Counselor, Rachelle 
Sepielli, during her leave of ab-
sence. During my transition, I have 
collaborated with Mrs. Sepielli re-
garding all counseling services. I 
am extremely happy to be here and 
my first few weeks have been very 
exciting.  I have been helping stu-
dents develop skills and coping 
strategies to be successful not only 
in the school environment but also 
everyday life. Targeted skills have 
been in areas such as friendship, 

communication, anger management, 
and social skills. 

Notes from the School Counselor 

Computer Literacy 

 What amazing learners we have in 
our computer lab!  Over the next 
few weeks, our theme in First and 
Second Grade will be life cycles as 
our Second Graders incorporate 
Google Apps for Classroom, 
spreadsheets, word processing, and 
presentation software, as well as 
build Lego models of frogs that 
will be computer programmed to 
move.  First Graders will be learn-
ing about the life cycle of a butter-
fly incorporating Google Docs, 

Classroom, and Slides.  Our Kinder-
garteners have begun using M.S. 
Word and have been working on 
typing complete sentences with 
proper spacing, capitalization and 
punctuation.  All of the students 
have been doing a tremendous job!  
I would like to wish everyone a safe 
and happy holiday season! 



Kindergartners Learn About Service P A G E  4  

The character trait for the month 
of November was service.  Mrs. 
Harner’s Kindergarten class dis-
cussed what it means to help oth-
ers.  Cards were made for the sen-
iors at the All American Senior 
Living Center in Washington 
Township that were delivered for 
the Thanksgiving holiday. This 
experience was a wonderful op-
portunity to learn about the action 
of helping or doing something for 
others without expecting anything 

in return.    

What’s Happening in First Grade 

What’s Happening in Second Grade 

The First Grade students are get-
ting ready for the holidays. As the 
winter break approaches, the stu-
dents will be participating in many 
fun activities and lessons. The stu-
dents will be learning about how 
the holidays are celebrated in dif-
ferent countries and cultures. The 
students will “wrap” up the month 
with the school wide “Holiday 
Spirit Week”. The holiday themes, 
of “ Gingerbread” and “Polar Ex-
press”, will be tied into many fun 
Math and ELA lessons.  
‘Tis the season for fun learning!! 

The Second Graders have just 
started our second unit in math. 
This unit will span a few 
months.  This unit includes two-
digit addition, two-digit subtrac-
tion, word problems, telling time, 
and money.  When we are teach-
ing two-digit addition and sub-
traction concepts, non-traditional 
methods will be presented.  These 
include the use of base - ten 
blocks, decomposing, and friend-
ly numbers.  These methods will 
promote student skill in using 

mental math.  When we get to 
time and money, students greatly 
benefit from real world practice 
using actual clocks and re-
al money.  Some ways you can 
practice time are by letting your 
child wear a watch with an ana-
log face, asking them what time 
the clock says, and discussing 
clocks when you see them in pub-
lic places.  To practice money, 
you can have your child count a 
handful of coins or the change 
you receive from a purchase.  It is 

money to purchase an item.  
Providing these real world experi-
ences with time and money will 
reinforce the activities completed in 
class.   


